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Please amend the application as follows: 
In the Claims 

9. (currently amended) A method of determining whether a candidate 
compound is an inhibitor of a Pseudomonas aeruginosa MurC polypeptide comprising: 

(a) providing at least one host cell harboring an expression vector that 
includes a polynucleotide encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID 
NO: 2 A and 

{b) culturing said host cell under conditions that promote t he expression of 

said polypeptide, and 

(be) contacting at least one of said cells with the candidate to permit the 
interaction of the candidate with the MurC polypeptide, and 

(ed) determining whether the candidate is an inhibitor of the MurC polypeptide 
by ascertaining the relative activity of the polypeptide in the presence of the candidate. 


17. (currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein in step (c) the 
re lative activity is determined by comparing a measurement of MurC polypeptide activity of the 
sample before step (b) to a measurement of MurC polypeptide activity of the sample after step 
(b). 


PAGE 4/5 ' RCVD AT 4/1 3/2005 1 1 :26:38 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:7325944720 1 DURATION (mnws):01 -44 


